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During the months of October and November, we are presenting a small offering
of artworks to highlight the work of a favorite charity. For each of these appeals, I
tried to pick artworks which related in theme or medium to the cause.
I want the
purchase of
the work to
be both an
act of love
and also
something
that will
remind you
of the charity
when you
enjoy it.

I also wanted the purchase to be part of a collaboration between the art, the
gallery, and the charity…. so, I lowered all the prices for the duration of this
appeal. My hope is that selling them at this level benefits the charity and also
leaves the buyer feeling like they got something they love at a fair price.

Our early-November charity is EverWalk/OceansCommit.
Learn more at oceanscommit.com
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NEVER, EVER, GIVE UP!
In 2013, Diana Nyad became the only person to swim non-stop from Cuba to Key
West — the Mount Everest of swimming. She accomplished this incredible feat at
sixty-four years old. . .on her fifth try!
Diana’s love of the oceans began while growing up in Florida. That she became
one of the most iconic long-distance open-water swimmers was perhaps
inevitable, given her last name, which means water spirit in Greek. After retiring
at thirty to become a highly-regarded journalist and public speaker, half a
lifetime later Diana found herself thinking about the one swim she had tried and
failed to achieve. Over the next four years, hundreds of millions of people around
the world would follow her incredible attempts to cross the most dangerous
stretch of open water in the world — and then cheer on her achievement when
she succeeded.
Now Diana and her Cuba expedition leader and longtime best friend, Bonnie
Stoll, have created an organization, EverWalk/OceansCommit, which produces
inspirational walking events around the US.

In 2021, their mega event is called The Ocean Walk
— which aims to inspire individuals, businesses
and the mass public to take action toward
restoring our once pristine oceans to their former
glory. This walking-and-swimming event will take
place in September 2021, and is committed to
saving the earth’s oceans from plastic pollution.

EverWalk/OceansCommit is launching its first major fundraising campaign this
fall — and it is with great pleasure that we are sharing their message.
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I fell in love with the ocean growing up in Los Angeles. Although I grew up in
the hills just above Hollywood, I began going to the beach at a very young age.
When I was old enough, I would take the bus, or catch a ride with older kids.
Eventually I’d drive myself there as often as I could. One summer, I think I went
almost every day. When I was very young I used to talk to the ocean, as if I could
entice it to summon up a good wave for body surfing. I even had a special way of
patting the water in a certain rhythm, like I was playing drums, to make sure it
worked.
I have travelled all over the world and my best memories are of time spent by the
water. For me, the worst part of not traveling these last months has been not
getting back to Los Angeles to reconnect with my friends and the ocean there.
I know Bonnie and Diana because my roommate at Harvard was Diana’s doctor
on her second attempt to swim from Cuba to Key West in 2011 (33 years after the
first attempt in 1978). And I’ve enjoyed spending time with them over the last few
years and learning about their efforts to build community through EverWalk/
OceansCommit. Whether it’s playing cards or looking at art or building a
national network of people who love to connect and walk together and save the
oceans, they bring a lot of joy to whatever they do.
I have to say that growing up in LA, I am bit unfazed by celebrity. But I was
fascinated by Diana Nyad’s swimming since I was a teenager watching her
endeavors play out on television (anyone remember ABC’s Wide World of Sports?!)
So, when I first met her I was truly thrilled. I’ve always respected her for doing
things no one else can do. And to see those efforts continue with her charitable
work is no different.
The three works I chose for this week’s appeal are by Ken Price. They feature his
granddaughter, Lorna, in the guise of a superhero. In this series, Lorna is always
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depicted swimming powerfully and fiercely fighting an underwater sea creature of
some kind. (Just as Diana finally conquered lethal box jellyfish on her final
successful swim.) When I think of Diana Nyad I am thinking of a real-life
superhero. Not only for her superhuman efforts in her swimming life, but for the
inspiration and incredible commitment she and Bonnie bring to all of their
efforts, like OceansCommit.

ABOUT TRUE HARVEST
We will post a new group of artworks and highlight a charity throughout October
and November. When a work of art is purchased, you’ll get to choose one of our
five charities.The gallery will then make a donation (the amount is indicated with
each item) to that cause.
All of the works will be available for purchase until Giving Tuesday, December 1.
So, you’ll have almost two months to look at the works and learn more about the
organizations. Of course, if you see something you love…don’t wait! And you’re
certainly welcome to donate to any of them without buying anything.
Additionally, anyone who purchases an
artwork during this period will be eligible
to work with me to donate this piece by
Claude Lawrence in their name — to a
school, library or museum of their choice.
So, your purchase will further the
opportunity for others to enjoy a piece of
art and learn about a working artist. Plus,
you’ll get to be involved with an institution
that is meaningful to you.
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ABOUT AARON PAYNE
Aaron Payne was born and raised in Los Angeles. After earning a degree in
History & Literature from Harvard he decided to do the obvious things…working
first in documentary film, and then moving to New York to pursue a career as an
art dealer.
Aaron has specialized in American Art since joining
Sid Deutsch Gallery on 57th Street in New York in
1989. In 1991, Aaron became the director of the
gallery and participated in the sale and exhibition of
important works by American Modernists.
For the last 25 years, aaron payne FINE ART has
specialized in the work of Twentieth Century
American masters, focusing primarily on the
American Modernists, Stieglitz Circle, American
Abstract Artists, African-American Art, Postwar &
Contemporary art.
aaron payne FINE ART works with both new and experienced collectors,
individuals and institutions, to provide the highest level of quality, scholarship,
and service.
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